
The country has been thrust into a new political course that was not widely intended by the people struggling to come out the scourge of COVID-19 pandemic. The three-year-old KP Sharma Oli-led majority government has collapsed, pushing the Himalayan nation into a new round of instability. Now the game of making or breaking the new government has kicked off. On Monday Prime Minister and chairman of CPN-UML KP Sharma Oli lost vote of confidence in the federal parliament. President Bidya Devi Bhandari has called on the political parties to constitute a new government as per Article 76 (2) of the constitution, latest by Thursday evening. Prior to the President’s call, leaders of three opposition parties – Nepali Congress, CPN-Maoist Centre and Janata Samjabadi Party 9JSP) -  in their joint statement, had urged her to start the process of the formation of new government in the wake of Oli’s failure to win the trust vote. 
In February 2018, Oli had formed a government with almost two-thirds majority but now leads a caretaker government until the formation of new one. To retain his position, PM Oli was required to muster136 votes in 271-member House of Representatives (HoR) but only 93 lawmakers voted for him while 124 stood against him. Around 28 UML lawmakers from Nepal-Khanal faction were absent during the voting. About 15 lawmakers stayed neutral in the special session of House attended by a total of 232 lawmakers. Prior to the crucial voting, the ruling and opposition leaders aired their views for and against the vote of confidence motion. PM Oli, while elaborating the gains of his administration in the field of reconstruction, anti-COVID-19 campaign and economic development, asked the House members to cast votes for him so as to ensure stability and good governance in the nation. He said the government was working round-the-clock to protect the citizens from COVID-19 and assured of punishing those involved in procurement of various equipment and medicines required for the treatment of COVID-19 patients.
However, leaders from opposition groups slammed the government for being failure to deliver on its promises. Nepali Congress president Sher Bahadur Deuba said that situation forcing the PM to see vote of confidence resulted from the latter’s ego fed by  numbers,  political  anarchy, ill  governance  and  corruption. CPN- Maoist Centre chair Pushpa Kamal Da-hal ‘Prachanda’ has 
accused Prime Minister KP Sharma Oli of dissolv-ing  the  House  of  Representatives  unconstitutionally. Prachanda    asked    the    PM,    “Have  you  had  the  moral  right  to  seek vote of confidence from this House?”  He  also  said  that  the  Prime  Minister  showed  no  respect  to  the  verdict of the Supreme Court. Stating  that  the  Prime  Minister  should  have  sought  vote  of  confi-dence  within  30  days  after  March  7  verdict,  Prachanda  said,  “Then  you were asking us why we had not withdrawn support. We did not with-draw  our  support  fearing  that  you  would dissolve the House again.”

As of now, the Congress and the Maoist Centre are not in a position to form a new government, as they command a total of 110 votes together–short of 26 to reach the magic number of 136.

Mahantha Thakur, one of the two chairs of the Janata Samajbadi Party, has refused to be part of the new government formation.

Issuing a statement on Monday midnight, Thakur said that his party's priority is getting its agendas addressed rather than government formation or being part of any government.

The statement followed President Bidya Devi Bhandari's call to parties to stake claim to a new government by Thursday 9pm after Prime Minister KP Sharma Oli had lost the confidence of the House on Monday evening.

Thakur's statement also contradicts the view of Upendra Yadav, the other chair of the Janata Samajbadi, who is willing to support the Nepali Congress and the Communist Party of Nepal (Maoist Centre) to form a coalition government.

Thakur’s assertion makes the government formation process even trickier.

That the Janata Samajbadi Party, which has 32 votes, is vertically divided was also evident in the House during Monday's voting.

Fifteen lawmakers from the Thakur faction stayed neutral, as the leader had announced while addressing the House.



 

The Yadav faction's 15 lawmakers, however, voted against Oli's confidence motion.

The Congress and the Maoist Centre, which jointly have 110 seats, need 26 votes more to reach the magic number of 136 to form a coalition government.

Without the entire Janata Samajbadi support, the new government formation does not look likely. One of the ways the Congress and the Maoist Centre can form a coalition government, with the support of 15 lawmakers of the Yadav faction of the Janata Samajbadi, is if lawmakers from the Madhav Nepal-Jhala Nath Khanal faction resign.

The 28 Nepal-Khanal faction lawmakers were absent in Monday’s House meeting and they did not vote.

Thakur in his statement has said that it has been in public knowledge that for the last few weeks the party has been holding talks with the Oli government in order to address the demands of Madhesis, Janajatis, Adivasis, Tharus, Muslims, women and other marginalised communities.

The other demands include withdrawing cases and releasing party cadres and leaders, amendments to the constitution and making public a report prepared by a commission that studied oppression during the Madhes movement, according to the statement.

“So as a responsible political party, the Janata Samajbadi Party will continuously work and struggle for Madhesis, Janajatais, Adivasis, Tharus, Muslims, women and other marginalised communities,” said Thakur in the statement. "It is against our party's objective and the spirit of the Madhes movement to be involved in participating in any government or getting involved in forming any alternative government. Such activities will sure create instability and affect our efforts to get our demands fulfilled.”

